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tliere are only two constitutions which still retain the
practice of periodical revision. They are the consti-
tutions of Rural-Basle and that of Geneva.1 " Every
fifteen years the question of a total revision of
the constitution shall be laid before the general
council" [electorate] (Art. 153 of the Constitution
of Geneva).

In the majority of the cantonal constitutions partial
and total revisions are expressly distinguished, and
the electors have the right to demand either the one
or the other.2 There are, however, certain differences
of procedure in each case, just as there are in the
Confederation.3

1  [Rural-Basle in its new constitution (1893) no longer admits the
principle of periodical revision.    Its last constitution dated from
1863.    In 1875, at the end of the regulation twelve years the people
were asked if they desired a revision.   The answer was, No.   In
1887 they were again asked, and by a small majority answered,
Yes.    In 1889 the newly revised constitution was negatived'by the
people; a second one was drafted and again rejected.   Then the
people were asked if they still wished for a revision, and answered,
No.   Four years later we get a total revision.   This periodical con-
sultation was an expedient  borrowed from the United States.
In New York the people are consulted upon tbe necessity of a
constitutional convention every twenty years, and also in Ohio,
Maryland, and Virginia.    In Michigan it is sixteen years, and in
Iowa ten years.    In New Hampshire the people decide every seven
years.   M. Borgeaud says that it would be wiser to adopt the
Swiss system, which allows a revision to be brought about when
the need is really felt for a constitutional change.   It is now left
to the chance of dates chosen arbitrarily.   See Borgeaud, op. cit.,
pp. 182, 183.]

2  [All the cantons now make the distinction.    The last two to
adopt it were Berne in 1893 and Solothurn in 1895.]                    ^

3  [Certain cantons now recognise the right of the electors to
initiate by a bill complete in all its details.   These cantons are
given in the Appendix.   For the differences in procedure when the
demand is for a total revision, for a partial revision by a motion,